
Silage update 2015 
Good quality forage is the cornerstone of profitable 
milk production, providing a  cost effective source of 
nutrients, i.e. energy and protein. Against a backdrop 
of low milk prices, many producers will be looking to 
maximise production from forage this year. 

With 2015 first cut silage in the clamp, now is the 
perfect time to review your forage management 
strategy for the year ahead and consider the following 
points. 

1. Know how much you’ve got

Knowing exactly how much silage you have available 
will influence your winter feeding strategy and 
purchased feed buying decisions, so it is important to 
assess how many tonnes you have in your clamps. 

To do so, start by working out the total volume of your 
silage clamp:
 
Volume = Length (L) x Width (W) x Height (H)

Then estimate how many tonnes of silage that your 
clamps are holding by using the following calculation 
along with the forage density table provided top right: 

Tonnes = volume x density (see table) ÷ 1,000

2. Understand the quality

Nationally, there are differences in silage quality, 
with our analysis of this year’s 1st cut showing better 
quality forage compared to 2014 (see forage analysis 
results table overleaf).  

Regional differences in quality necessitate changes in 
feeding, and by better understanding the nutritional 
content of your silage you will be able to carry out 
supplementary feeding with concentrates in a much 
more targeted and efficient way. 

As such, we strongly recommend that you have your 
silage analysed on a regular basis, using ForFarmers 
Dry NIR service (SilageManger), to ensure that rations 
are fine-tuned and reflect ongoing variations in the 
quality of your silage. 

3. Know how to feed it 

Whilst many producers will be looking to maximise the 
use of forage to provide a welcome reduction in total 
feed costs, it is important that this is not achieved at 
the expense of cow health, fertility and performance. 

If you have a plentiful supply of good quality silage 
then you should certainly make the most of it. 
Accurate silage analysis will ensure you provide cows 
with complimentary sources of fermentable energy, 
protein and fibre to maximise forage intake, maintain 
good rumen health and control costs. 
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Crop Density
(Kg/m3)

Grass silage (28% DM) 700

Maize silage (30% DM) 750

Fermented wcrop (45% DM) 500

L

W

H



www.forfarmers.co.uk© ForFarmers 2015. All rights reserved

Benchmarking

At ForFarmers we have just collated the analysis 
results from this year’s first cut silage using our new 
Dry NIR analysis.  Nationally, average results show 
Dry Matter (DM) is higher than 2014, rising from 28.2 
last year, to 29.4 this year, which may help increase 
forage dry matter intake. 

Energy (ME) is also slightly higher than last year, 
which means better quality forage is available. Protein 
is marginally lower than 2014, and as a result diets 
may require additional supplementation. 

MELK (More Energy for the Lactating Cow) is a 
new value for 2015 and is higher than comparable 
results from last year. It shows the total amount 
energy available to the cow for milk production and 
maintenance.

Combined, the Rumination Index and Acidosis Index 
give an indication of the rumen health potential of 
the forage. This year’s forage offers higher milk yield 
potential but requires more careful balancing to 
optimise rumen health.

Lastly, the Preservation Index and Aerobic Stability 
Index show that 2015 first cut grass silage is looking 
well-preserved and has a limited risk of aerobic 
spoilage (heating). 

The table below shows the national averages for this 
year versus 2014. It also shows results split by region, 
and comparing the analysis of your own silage against 
these results, can help to identify problem areas and 
pinpoint where improvements to the quality of your 
silage could be made in the future. 

ForFarmers offers a range of new grass, maize and fermented wholecrop silage analysis services. To find out 
more, please contact your ForFarmers Account Manager. 
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DM (%) 28.16 29.38 26.77 28.53 28.67 29.08 29.21 30.02

ME (MJ/KG DM) 10.90 10.94 10.88 11.15 10.92 11.07 10.94 10.74

NDF (%DM) 51.4 47.2 51.4 45.8 51.2 46.1 51.3 48.6

Crude Protein (%DM) 13.1 12.7 13.3 13.0 12.9 12.8 12.8 12.5

Sugar (%DM) 2.6 6.4 2.1 7.5 2.6 6.6 3.0 5.8

IT3 4.14 4.52 4.36 4.45 4.10 4.57 3.96 4.5

MELK* 960.69 973.32 958.87 988.59 962.64 985.76 961.27 955.89

Rumination Index 197.39 168.58 198.76 161.52 196.62 162.71 196.58 176.74

Acidosis Index 89.23 101.47 87.27 105.50 90.51 104.16 90.37 97.41

Lactic Acid (%DM) 8.8 7.1 8.7 7.1 9.0 7.3 8.7 7.1

Preservation Index  - 90.85 - 90.96 - 90.41 - 91.22

Aerobic Stability Index  - 15.34 - 15.04 - 13.89 - 16.8

*More Energy for the Lactating Cow


